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PARAPARAUMU AIRPORT LIMITED
Newsletter – November 2007

Welcome to the Paraparaumu Airport newsletter.

This is an update of matters of interest to airport users. You can also visit our website www.paraparaumuairport.co.nz.
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AIRPORT MAINTENANCE

Grass Runway Refurbishment Update
The newly sown part of the 34/16 grass runway has been recently fertilized and rolled.  One small section was given an additional treatment in August with more grass seed which seems to have struck well.  The area will be returned to service in several stages as surface strength allows.

Lighting

28 runway lamps were damaged or destroyed by vandals in August.  The airport has been free of this sort of damage for some years and the police so far have had no success finding the recent perpetrators.  In respect to this recent event and in the future, airport users are reminded to bring any unusual observations to the airport manager’s attention.

Southern Trees Felled

A line of Poplar trees on airport property southeast of the main runway were infringing protected airspace; they had been noted as an airfield obstacle for some time and were felled in May.   The firewood was offered to Kiwi Road residents.  

Kapiti Slip Road

The slip road is due for maintenance to address the wear and potholes caused by commercial traffic serving the businesses in this area.

Eastern Apron Seal Patches 

Several small areas of chip seal require patching to fix broken and degraded surfaces.  Repairs are to wait until the base course is sufficiently dry so as to not compromise remedial work.

Pilot Activated Lighting System
The changes made earlier this year by Airways Corporation to their ATIS frequency in Blenheim resulting in the desensitisation and false triggering of equipment at Paraparaumu Airport has been resolved.
Caution Western grass taxiway

Over the winter the grass taxiway surface has become worn and pitted in some areas due to wet weather, high taxiing loads and the effects of an underground cable trench across one portion. Remedial work is being planned. In the meantime pilots are requested to taxi via the sealed eastern ‘triangle’ to mitigate further damage while grass surfaces are soft. 

Air New Zealand 

Paraparaumu Airport Ltd is working closely with Air New Zealand on a feasibility study for the introduction of a regular daily service between Auckland and Paraparaumu utilising a Bombardier Q300 type aircraft. This is an extremely exciting opportunity for the Airport and the Kapiti region and it is hoped the service can commence in the 1st half of 2009.

Noise Management Plan
The Noise Management Plan has been approved by KCDC. 

In accordance with the plan a Community Liaison Group has been established with a highly regarded independent chairman, Mr Murray Jensen. 

Refer to www.parapaumuairport.co.nz for further information.

Sponsorship
Show and Shine 24th February

The council sponsored Show and Shine car event held at the airport for the last few years is planned for the 24th of February 2008.  The 29/11 runway will be closed over this time. Aviation organisations are reminded of the marketing opportunity on their doorstep. Prior agreement has been reached with organisers and airport based aviation businesses will be welcome if they wish to participate.

Rotary Event Next March 29th

Kapiti Rotary are planning a festival event for the 29th of March 2008.  The 29/11 runway will be closed over this time. Aviation organisations have a similar opportunity as presented in the February Show and Shine event to market their businesses.  These events, the Show and Shine and Rotary’s March effort are sponsored by Paraparaumu Airport Ltd as community contributions.

Support of Museum of Aviation

Paraparaumu Airport Ltd is very supportive of the aims and objectives of the Museum of Aviation and has agreed a ‘peppercorn’ rental for their area and ensured the long term survival of the Control Tower and Museum by including it in a special Heritage Zone.

Plan Change 73 to the KCDC District Plan

The Plan Changes requested by Paraparaumu Airport Ltd to develop the airport into an important regional asset and ensure its ongoing economic viability will be heard by 3 independent commissioners chaired by Mr Paul Cavanagh QC over a 2-week period commencing 19 November.

Rare Orchid

Spiranthesnovae-zelandiae, a native wild orchid rare in the Wellington region and only found naturally at Paraparaumu Airport Ltd will be protected if Plan Change 73 is adopted through inclusion in a protected wetlands area.

On occasion wandering botanists looking for the Orchid have been intercepted in the operational area of the airport giving rise to safety concerns. 

Limited and guided access can be arranged but arrangements must be made prior with the airport manager.   

Feedback

We welcome your feedback on any items in this newsletter and/or ways you think we could improve our communication with you.

Contact

Email info@paraparaumuairport.co.nz
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